SUMMER RECAP & FALL 2019

ILESTONES MATTERS
Success After Milestones

Important Dates

Milestones’ Alumni Spotlight
A handful of graduates from the Milestones’ Class of 2016 came back
this summer to participate in a Speaker Series for high school students.
Alumni guest speakers created and presented powerpoint presentations
to current students, sharing the inside scoop on life after Milestones and
how Milestones has helped prepare them for what came next.
These former students shared that their time at Milestones prepared
them with many skills, including: time management, self-advocating for
extra help, homework planning, social interactions, and navigating the
community - just to name a few!
Hunter White graduated in 2016. He began a summer internship at CVS
before he started his freshman year at Dean College. He spoke to the
students about college life and how the skills he learned at Milestones
helped set him up for success. Hunter discussed his work with Habitat for Humanity and an internship he now has
through Dean College.
Alex Dangel graduated in 2016 and he shared a creative presentation, showing life as a roller coaster ride. He attends
Beacon College in Florida and works at SeaWorld and Discovery Cove. He
shared with students about the friendships he has made and fun he has
experienced as part of his new path.

• 1 0 -Ye a r Aw a r d : A d r i e n n e

Gauthier, William Salloway, &
Sarah Folk.

Fri., October 11 @ 9:30-11AM:
5th Annual March for
Milestones (students/staff only)
and Half-Day - noon dismissal
Mon., October 14: No School
Wed., October 30: Half-Day noon dismissal - Staff
Professional Development

Keegan O’Leary spoke with students
about his employment of 3 years at a
local extermination company and
shared how it is to live on his own.

Fri., November 8: End of First
Quarter

Simon Balaguera graduated in 2016.
His presentation included his
experiences at Emmanuel College,
working at Roche Brothers, and his
semester abroad in Ireland.

Mon., November 11: Half-Day noon dismissal - Veterans’ Day
Recognition

We are thrilled with each of these
young men’s successes and are so happy
they were able to come and share their journeys with Milestones students. We
look forward to seeing current students return as alumni guests someday!

Fri., November 16 @
10-11:30AM: PAG Meeting,
Topic: Transition to Adulthood

Staff Anniversary Milestones
We have had the pleasure of
working with many talented
staff over the years at
Milestones. During our annual
staff training week, we
celebrated years of service at
Milestones! The consistency and
longevity of our staff is
important to us all. This year we
recognized staff who have been
on the Milestones team for 3, 5,
7, and 10 years (by September
1, 2019).

Thurs., October 3, @ 6-7:30PM:
Back to School Night (parents/
guardians only)

• 7-Year Award: Kim Rockers

We’d also like to add a
very honorable mention to team
members exceeding 13+ years at
Milestones: Rick Haight, Diane
Smith, and our founder, Alex
Smith-Michaels!

(since rejoining in 2012), Kyle
Adragna, Brittany Asselin, and
Brian Lauristen.

• 5-Year Award: Michelle Chieffo,

KC Comer, Kirsten EspositoBalboni, Heidi Warren, Michele
Steinbrecher, Gillian Warwick, &
Matt Zingg (reached 6 years
after 9/1).

Honorable mention of staff who are
between benchmarks or hit their
anniversary date after 9/1: 9 years
- Jason Jensen & Shane Mayhew, 8
years - Adam Mayhew, Meg Singer,
& Julia Kimball, 7 years Marianne Walker & Susan Foster, 6
years - Puja Gangly & Madeline
Litopoulos, 4 years - Coleman
O’Brien, and 3 years - Kevin
Murphy.

• 3-Year Award: Tanya DiStefano,

Michael MacDonald, Casey
Martin (reached 4 years after
9/1), Karen D’Ortenzio (reached
4 years after 9/1), & Allegra
Wilson (reached 4 years after
9/1).
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Wed., November 27: Half-Day noon dismissal
Thurs., November 28-Fri.
November 29: No School,
Thanksgiving Break
Wed., December 4: Half -Day
noon dismissal - Staff
Professional Development
Mon., December 9 - Fri.,
December 13: Annual Book Fair
Fri., December 13: Winter
Festival - Talent Show & Art Fair
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FALL 2019

Upper School Highlights
Post High School & Transitions
Our incoming seniors worked hard this summer as they completed our Employment Seminar, held on the
campus of Bentley University.
Students participated in learning workshops coupled with a four-week internship to explore critical
employment skills in both a classroom and real-world setting. Participants gained onsite job experience at
sites including, Burtons Grill, Waltham Recreation, Neighbors Who Care, and Animal Rescue League.
With a focus on self-reflection, students also completed an employment portfolio and the conclusion of the
program, including a resume and self-assessment.
Adrienne Gauthier & Susan Foster, leaders of the PHS and
Transitions Program, will be speaking at local business,
Moody’s Analytics n Waltham, MA. This presentation, "Autism
Spectrum Disorder & Employment”, will help staff and
community members understand Autism in the workplace.
Attendees will learn about the common features of Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and how it impacts employment for
young adults. Employment trends and statistics will also be
discussed. Special focus will include how employers can
support their employees with ASD and the unique skills that
ASD employees bring to their employers. A brief overview of
the Milestones Transition Program will highlight how critical
employment skills are taught in an educational setting.

High School
Over the summer, the 10th grade students in
Science did a project on creating a closed system
Biosphere to model the building of Biosphere on
Mars. The students researched the organisms that
can survive in a closed system biosphere, made a
draft of their plans, revised the plans and
constructed the Biosphere. They observed the
biosphere and took data.
The 9th graders created a rover for landing on
Mars. They used the egg as a model of the rover.
Students used very creative ways to protect their
egg rover from the impact on landing. They tested
their designs and recorded their observations.
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Lower School Highlights
Middle School
Middle school ELA students were
asked to compose an ACE format
essay about “The Best Part of Our
Summer”. ACE is a writing strategy
that we are using this school year.
ACE stands for Answer the question,
Cite your evidence, and Explain your
thinking. Using this process, kiddos
were able to produce amazing
glimpses into their summer break.

Science students learned about
elements found in soil and then built
the layers of soil using legos.
Students also participated in an inhouse cooking gameshow, entitled,
“That Makes Scents”. In the game
they explored various herbs and
spices that are used in everyday
cooking.

Elementary School
In STEM class, students were assigned the
challenge of seeing who could make the longest
paper chain. Students worked together using only
2 pieces of paper, 12 inches of tape, and scissors to
build their paper chains.
Elementary creatively welcomed in the fall season
by making some beautiful leaf rubbings.
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Shout-Outs & Exciting News
Congratulations to the 8 Milestones students who completed Milestones'
first ever Advanced Placement class, AP Computer Science!
AP Courses are vetted by the college board and offer the opportunity for
high school students to complete a college-level class and earn collegiate
credit upon passing an end-of-course exam. This group will begin college
ahead of the game!
There was an 80% passing rate on the AP Exam, exceeding both the national
average and the MA state average!
Thank you to teachers Katharine O’Brien and Mike
MacDonald for designing and teaching the course.

Thank you to The May Institute for selecting Milestones to receive
grant funded services to participate in their project to support
positive classroom management practices.
The May Institute, who Milestones has had a longstanding
partnership with, will work with the Milestones’ team to continue to
improve positive classroom management support practices to
increase instructional practices and on task behavior.

Commissioner, Jeff Riley and Chief of Staff,
Leldamy Correa from the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education will be visiting Milestones this October
to meet our amazing students
and educators!

We take great pride in the accomplishments of our students,
both past and present. Every student has a journey here at
Milestones and sometimes it comes to an end as their
growth and progress continue onwards. We are so proud to
announce that Carsten Jonas has moved on from
Milestones and back to his public school district.
Carsten came to Milestones in elementary school. He is a
spirited student who has grown tremendously over his 7
years at Milestones. With his steady
determination, combined with consistent
dedication and support from staff, Carsten
fulfilled his wish to reintegrate back into
his home public school district, where he
will finish his high school career. Although
he is greatly missed, we wish him well in
his future success!
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Upcoming Events
After a successful soccer and basketball jamboree last school year, Milestones is planning to
participate in an after school soccer season in collaboration with other schools such as
Learning Prep, Willow Hill, and Clearway!

Club Soccer Season
Announcement

Team sports help children increase their physical activity levels as well as improve their social
skills, giving them a greater sense of self-esteem and community. Students playing on our
Soccer team will learn the basic rules of the sport while building relationships with their
teammates. They will also learn the value of sportsmanship as they play with and against
students from other schools.
Parents of interested Middle and High School students can contact Heather Miller, Education
Operations Manager/HR, hmiller@advancingmilestones.com for registration and fee
information. Deadline for registration is Wednesday, October 2nd.
Anticipated Schedule:
October - 2:45-3:45PM (outdoor)
Tuesday 10/8 - practice @ McGrath Park Newton or Learning Prep Gym
Thursday 10/10 - Game at Willow Hill
Tuesday 10/15 - @ Learning Prep against Willow Hill
Tuesday 10/22 - practice @ McGrath Park Newton or Learning
Prep Gym
Tuesday 10/29 - practice @ McGrath Park Newton or Learning
Prep Gym
Wednesday 10/30 - Game at Clearway
November - 2:45-3:45PM (indoor)
Tuesdays - practices @ McGrath Park Newton or Learning Prep Gym
TBD - Games

Community
Events/News
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Parent Advisory Group Updates

r
Box Tops fo
Education

Each year, the PAG raises money to support
the PAG's fund, and these contributions are
used to support outside of school activities
for students as well as recognition activities
for staff.
If you have any questions regarding the Box Top
Program, please contact our PAG Box Top
Coordinator: Lynda Leary at:
LLeary427@verizon.net.

PAG!
Thank You

The Milestones’ team would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to the Milestones’
Parent Advisory Group for treating the staff to JP Licks ice cream sundaes during
Training Week last month!
Our dedicated staff spent training week diligently preparing for a successful
school year, so the sweet treat was greatly appreciated.
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